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A citizen's view on 
public archaeology and 
heritage in Austria
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Me, myself...

● Non-prof. Arch. 
● Student of University of Education (Vienna)

– Subjects: German and History
● Currently employed by community college 

Vienna
● Association for preservation and research of 

castle “Ried am Riederberg”
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… and Archaeo Publica

● Charity founded in 2015 in Austria
● Aims: 

– Enable public participation in archeology
– Improved communication (public + 

archeologists)
–  Increase the benefits of cultural heritage 

to society
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Archaeo Publica

● Structure

– The public and professionals cooperate as 
equals

– Members: professionals, students and non-
professionals

● What we do:

– Organize public participation in archeology

– Organize training in archeological skills for 
public

– Social media work
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Law and order...

● Heritage Protection Law 
(“Denkmalschutzgesetz”)

– Excludes public from the process of 
identifying cultural heritage

– Excludes/ prohibits public from active 
participation in heritage protection

● Faro-Convention (2015 ratified)

● Difficult to reconcile
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… and politics

● Funding and funding issues

– 2016/17: limited grant aid by BDA
– Private funding by donations
– → state support is required for 

sustainability, not just permission!
– Increased difficulty since 2017: critizism by 

federal audit office had led to restriction of 
BDA funding for research on monuments
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Austrian Citizen Science Conference 2017
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Workshop
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Field Survey: St. Pantaleon
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Field Survey: St. Pantaleon
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Field Survey: St. Pantaleon
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Field Survey: St. Pantaleon
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Field Survey: St. Pantaleon
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Conclusio...

● More funding for public participation OR 
making public participation a requirement of 
state aid

● Better communication between public and 
professionals (reducing jargon, ivory-tower-
mentality, ...)
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… and suggestions

● Bridge-Builders are needed between public 
and professional archeologists

– Preferably non-archeologists or 
– Best case: 50/50 non-professionals and 

professionals
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Thank you 4 your attention

● Thanks to

– Bundesdenkmalamt
– EAC
– Archaeo Publica
– Dr. Raimund Karl
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