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Farmers and archaeologists:  any shared interests? 
Best practice from the Dutch countryside

Loppersum 2014, occupation of the town hall

©Provincie Groningen



Derelict farmhouse, Hamdijk
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Sympathy project 
Terps and Values, 1994



Working with the eco-plough
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terp mound De Houw
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Under the wing of an agricultural advisory service
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Reconstruction programme Englum – a 
sympathy project with mutual interests
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escarpment

Excavation:
Rijksuniv. Groningen,
2000

Aerial photo:
Eelde Aerocarto

Photo excavation:
Prov. of Groningen



Reconstruction Englum
took 6 years altogether
(2000-2006)
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Development-led archaeology since 2000 
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Winsum



2008: predictive model 2011: refinement after coring



Farmer’s organisation LTO takes the offensive… 

‘Farmer conducts
archaeological research’



In the sandy district, archaeological sites are most endangered



‘Unique cooperation
between
archaeological firms’



Nature-inclusive farming:

‘it all starts with a balanced
soil condition’

Source: Golden Raand 33/4, 2017



Project 
Without farmers
no food (2015)



De Houw, 1995 and 2017



Target group: young farmers
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Teaching academic students the societal consequences of our métier



• civil participation means sharing knowledge, listening, not through convincing

• it is the local community that counts, so stick to local issues and define specific
target groups

• sustaining the dialogue is time-consuming but indispensable; participatory projects
and find-reporting facilities are suitable means of communication

De uitgangspunten:

How to organize archaeological sensitivity in the Dutch polder 
beyond the professional circle?


